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Schools realise: “Nexus was never a 
bad investment” 







Special deal on 
Disc Sharers 






As the months go by more and more schools are adopting Ethernet as their 
preferred network strategy, looking to Windows NT as their new file serving 
solution. Undoubtedly, NT is a powerful ‘industry standard’ system, involving 
new decisions as to how applications and user areas be organised and a steep 
learning curve for system managers. Where Nexus has been installed however, 
life can be a little easier. 





Nexus Remote 
Management 







e Nexus health 
check 






Nexus remains the most efficient mechanism to deliver Acorn applications at high 
speed. Schools who have original Disc Sharers can run both systems in parallel by 
fitting an Ethernet card to each computer. Sites with Nexus Networking systems 
can connect to Ethernet more cheaply by fitting a Nexus and an Ethernet card to a 
Risc PC and configuring it as a gateway. In either case the setup and management 
issues for the NT server will be reduced and there will be far less demands on 
network devices because applications and user data are delivered via two 
separate ‘channels’. 






e Upgrading an 
MDFS 








The announcement of the Network Solutions Advanced 

Level 4 file server is also welcome news. For users of 

Nexus Networking this means that there is now 

a cost effective route forward where 
Ethernet is not as high a priority. 


e What cost for 
support? 









TCP/IP connected network 





Network Printer 
Spooler for Nexus 
or Ethernet 


The important realisation 
is that Nexus is not an 
outdated technology and 
can continue to be a 
useful mechanism for the 
delivery of educational IT. 
Nexus was never a bad 
investment. 












Integrating 
Nexus and 
Ethernet 
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PC computer = Nexus is still alive and 


kicking! 






Teletext 
resources 


A diagram similar to this was printed in SJ sales 
literature in 1993. The only changes are the 
ability to use an NT server as well as a Unix 
system and the addition of the new Risc PC- 
based Advanced Level 4 server as an option. 





Cross-platform server 





Nexus Networking has always offered Ethernet 
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Nexus has always provided the lowest management overhead of any network 
solution available. In large sites however, where there can be upwards of a dozen 
interconnected Nexus Networking clusters, there is still the inconvenience of 
having to visit each cluster when software needs to be updated or installed. 


Some of the features include: 
e All Disc Sharers can be updated 
from one convenient location. 
e Security can still be maintained. 
e ‘Admin’ keys no longer required. 
e View and update private partitions 
on any cluster. 
e New, easier to manage !Boot 
application. 
_ © StrongARM compatible. 


Design IT is currently working with an 
ex-SJ programmer to complete a new 
product that will allow all Nexus Disc 
Sharers to be remotely managed from 
just a single nominated computer. It 
will no longer be necessary to wander 
around the school turning keys and 
trying to remember which is the 
‘admin’ computer. 


If you would like to know more about this exciting new product and when it will 
be available, please contact Design IT and make sure you get on the mailing list. 
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Many schools are still making serious 
use of their MDFS file servers but are 
running out of storage space. Tape 
backup drives are also failing due to 
old age and cannot be repaired. But... 


Hard drive upgrades are still available 
from Design IT and Cumbria Software 
which, when combined with FS v2.00, 
offers a much larger 480Mb of storage. 


Design IT is also working on a new 
backup system for MDFS based on 
SyQuest cartridge drives. This will be 
available in July. 
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Clearout 





Design IT has a small amount of stock 
which is being offered at an attractive 
price either because later product 
specifications have changed or the 
item has been used in-house for 
development purposes. If you are 
interested, contact Rob at Design IT as 
soon as possible — items will be sold 
on a first-come-first-served basis. 


¢ 1 x A5000 style teletext card £99 (£159) 
° 1 x A5000 style teletext/nicam £139 (£199) 


e 3x EtherLAN 502 card (new) £70 (£112) 
e 1x EtherLAN 102 card (new) £70 (£112) 
° 1x RPC 486SX PC card (new) £80 (£199) 
¢ 6x A30001Mb RAM upgrade £12 (£45) 
e 1x Acorn (not SJ) Econet clock £30 (£80) 
e 10 x Econet module £20 (£48) 


Prices exclude VAT and carriage and are for individual 
items. The original price is shown in brackets and all non- 
Econet items are sold with documentation and guarantee. 


Did you know that SJ produced what 
is probably the best shared printer 
spooler available and that it works not 
only with Nexus Networking but also 
on Ethernet systems? 


Network Printer Spooler is fast, reliable 
and operates with all types of printer 
except Laser Direct and Turbo Drivers. 
It is still available and has now been 
reduced from £249 to only £150. 


NIETWOIIK 
PRINTER SPOOMER 
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There are three Essjay Agents where 
you can obtain support for your SJ 
product range. All three offer different 
packages for support and sales and all 
are working hard to ensure that the 
investments you made remain valid 
and beneficial. 


ExpLAN have specialised in Nexus, 
whilst both Cumbria Software and 
Design IT provide support for Nexus 
and Econet products. All three are also 
I-Cubed Preferred Dealers and 
install and support Ethernet systems. 


The Agent you choose will depend on 
a number of factors such as location, 
cost, or the level of service being 
offered. What cost for support? — why 
not pick up the phone and find out! 










New Software 
for RISC OS computers 


FREE demo disc available or why not 
take a look at ExpLAN’s new web site: 






http://www.explan.demon.co.uk 










ExpLAN Computers Ltd 
PO Box 32 ® Tavistock e Devon e PL19 8YU 






tn <a eal 


The old style Nexus Disc Sharers, and 
the later networking systems, have 
proved to be extremely reliable, 
providing the lowest management 
option of any network environment 
available today. Some sites, however, 
have encountered a few niggling 
problems which have given rise to 
occasional ‘connection lost’ or ‘not 
listening’ errors. 


In almost all cases the problems have 
been found to be due to one or more 
of the following: 


e latest software not installed; 

e Routers and Hubs needing 
adjustment; 

e poor connections in mini-DIN 
socket boxes. 


Using !NexusMap you can check the 
version numbers and two testers are 
available to help you check socket box 
connections: LEDTEST for mini-DIN 
systems and LEDTERJ for category 5 
RJ45 systems. Faulty mini-DIN sockets 
can easily be replaced using 1050N03. 


If there are reliability problems they 
will be more noticeable when large 
amounts of data are being moved 
around the system. The Holy Bible 
software, even the demo version, uses 
large files and is a cheap and easy way 
to give your system a good workout! 


Adjusting Routers and Hubs is a more 
specialist and tricky operation and is 
best carried out by one of the Essjay 
Agents. Contact ExpLAN, Design IT 
or Cumbria Software for more 


information. 


Please note that all information in this publication is given in good faith and that Design IT reserves the right to make changes to products and/or specifications at any time and without prior notice 
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Upgrade to Nexus for only 


£865.00 


For a limited time you can 
purchase a brand new Nexus 
Disc Sharer fitted with a 1.2Gb 
hard drive for only £865.00+VAT* 


‘Interested? Call Design IT, ExpLAN or Cumbria Software and 
find out how your school can benefit. 


New Product 
elelo 


If you have recently purchased new 
product you may have spotted a slight 


change: 


ESSJAY 


NETWORKS 


The logo represents the new way in 
which the wide range of SJ products 
are now being manufactured, sold and 
supported. 


Undoubtedly, SJ Research made an 
important contribution to IT in schools 
— our logo is intended to portray a 
new way of working but retaining the 
quality and ethos that SJ created and 
maintained. 





Design IT 





During 1995/1996 Rob Cowell of Design IT worked with NCET & 
and Teletext Ltd (ITV and CH4 teletext) managing the Teletext & 
for Learning project. This studied how the teletext services canbe & 
used as an effective classroom resource and its culmination was — 
the publication of a colour 70 page book. This gives background 
information on teletext and advice on how to integrate its use & 
into the curriculum. Half of the book is devoted to photo-copy 


resources for use in key stages 2, 3 and 4. 





* normal price £1153.00 
Offer also open to existing Nexus customers 


Version Numbers 


As with any computer installation it is 
important that the latest releases of 
software are used. Nexus is no 
exception but it is believed that many 
sites are still running with old 
versions. 


If you are experiencing small but 
annoying faults then upgrading to the 
latest software can make a difference. 
Use !NexusMap to help check your 
network. 


e Nexus Disc Sharer 2.20 
e Nexus Hub or Router 1.02 
e Repeater or Hub Plus 1.00 
e BEN 2.14 
e Interface card 2.23 


It is not usually necessary to change 
Nexus card ROMs - it is a costly 
option and there is often no need to. 


(Order codes NUPGNO2 and NCCRNO3) 
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For more information contact Rob at Design IT: 01902 894775 Rays [elclent 
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The StrongARM processor is an 
impressive upgrade for a Risc PC, 
transforming it into one of the world’s 
fastest desktop computers. However, 
customers who have attempted to use 
their StrongARM Risc PC with Nexus 
have so far been disappointed — until 
now! 


To coincide with Acorn’s decision to 
fit StrongARM to all new Risc PCs, 
Design IT has completed the work to 
allow StrongARM and Nexus _ to 
operate together. A ROM change on 
the interface card is needed as well as 
a new and updated Nexus boot 
sequence. This not only provides 
StrongARM compatibility but also 
offers quicker boot up times for all 
other computers. Discless A7000s are 
better supported so that screen mode 
information is preserved. 


Does StrongARM make 
a difference? 


Yes. As with all operations when 
StrongARM is fitted, everything on 
the Risc PC goes faster — access to 
applications, saving/loading files and 
printing etc. 


How much? 


Each upgrade pack costs £25.00+VAT 
and can be ordered from Design IT, 
Cumbria Software or ExpLAN. When 
ordering, please make clear the type of 
interface card to be upgraded. 


New interface cards 


The price list now includes two new 
variants for StrongARM Risc PCs: 


RIPCOSA: for the network card 
expansion socket. 
A5000SA: for standard expansion 


card sockets. 


The new interface cards may also be 
used with all earlier hardware. 
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MDFS LJ Nexus LJ Nexus Networking (_) 
Ethernet LJ PCs LJ Level 4) NT server (J 


Please remove me from your database (_] 
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Order Code Product Description REP Order Code Product Description REP 
Sharer/Routers Software 
4P54N01 Nexus 1Gb Disc Sharer 1153.00 NUPGNO2 Nexus Networking Release Discs v2.20 15.00 
ROUTNO1 Nexus Router 278.00 NUPGDO2 Nexus Disc Sharer Release Disc 15.00 
ROC5NO1 Nexus Router for 19" Panel Mounting 278.00 NEXUSSA Nexus StrongARM upgrade 25.00 
NHUBNO1 Nexus Hub 378.00 NMAPNO2 NexusMap Utility 5.00 
NHC5NO1 Nexus Hub for 19" Panel Mounting 378.00 AAUNNO2 AUN Printer Server: site licence 149.00 
NIRPNO1 Nexus Intelligent Repeater 349.00 TSERNO2 RISC OS Teletext server: includes receiver hardware 299.00 
NIC5NO01 Nexus Intelligent Repeater for 19" Panel Mounting 349.00 TTXBOOK Teletext for Learning: book of ideas & photocopy masters 8.99 
NHBPNO1 Nexus Hub Plus 449.00 
NHP5NO1 Nexus Hub Plus for 19" Panel Mounting 449.00 Spares 
RO5PC03 5 Router Panel for 19" Rack Mounting (4U) 195.00 41050N03 Mini-DIN Socket Box PCB and socket 10.20 
NCCRNO3 Nexus ROM Upgrade - exchange price 5.00 
Interface cards NCCRN13 Nexus ROM Upgrade 9.00 
34INNO1 A5000/540/4x0/310 Nexus Interface Card 67.00 NWCUNO3 Nexus Disc Sharer to Nexus Networking Upgrade 599.00 
ASO00SA StrongARM Risc PC A5000 style Nexus Interface Card 77.00 PSUBRDG BEN Power Supply 24.00 
ASINNO1 A3000/A3010/A3020/A4000 Nexus Interface Card 67.00 PSUROUT Router/Hub/Repeater Power Supply 20.00 
RIPCNO1 Risc PC/A7000 Nexus Interface Card 70.00 PSUNEX Nexus Power Supply Unit 85.00 
RIPCOSA StrongARM Rise PC Nexus Interface Card 80.00 OP54NO1 500Mb Nexus Hard Disc (while stocks last) 199.00 
OP12NO1 1Gb Nexus Hard Disc 249.00 
Interface leads DS8921N DS8921N Line Driver 3.53 
DL21N03 2m Nexus Drop Lead 7.00 DS96173 DS96173CN Line Driver 3.53 
DL32N03 2m Nexus Drop Lead for A3020/4000 7.00 LTC487 LTC487CN Line Driver 5.88 
C5P2N03 2m Nexus Drop Lead for Risc PC/A7000 (Grey Boot) 9.90 NEXPAL Replacement Nexus PAL: type to be specified 12.00 
C5DLNO3 2m Category 5 Nexus Drop Lead (Blue Boot) 9.90 NFUSNO1 Replacement PCB Yellow Fuse 1.25 
C532N03 2m Category 5 Nexus Drop Lead for A3020/4000 9.90 
C5RINO3 2m Category 5 Nexus Drop Lead for Risc PC/A7000 9.90 
NW, D) moe ale Wlexere) al) 
Other leads 
AL61N03 0.6m Nexus Adapter Lead: 'D' to Mini-DIN 6.56 
AL20NO03 2m Nexus adapter lead ‘D’ to Mini-DIN 11.46 Order Code Product Description REP 
XLO5NO03 5m Nexus Extension Lead: mini-DIN plug to socket 12.69 
XL15N03 15m Nexus Extension Lead: mini-DIN plug to socket 17.50 MDFS File Server upgrades 
XL1IDC2 1m Router to Router patch lead: IDC to IDC 8.00 MDFSHD MDFS Hard Drive Upgrade (requires parity modification) | 249.00 
C5PLNO3 1m Category 5 Patch Panel Lead 9.00 MDPARIT MDFS Hardware Parity Modification 60.00 
C5P1N03 1m Category 5 Nexus Patch Lead: RJ45 to RJ45 9.00 MDBACKE MDFS Backup Lite (available July) 265.00 
C5P5N03 5m Category 5 Nexus Patch Lead: RJ45 to RJ45 13.70 MDBACKP MDFS Professional Backup (available July) 395.00 
C515N03 15m Category 5 Nexus Patch Lead: RJ45 to RJ45 21.90 
C5FENO3 Adaptor for RJ45 to RJ45 Female 7.80 Connecting boxes 
C59DNO03 Converter: Nexus Sharer 'D' Connector to RJ45 Socket 12.30 TSB1E03 Econet Twin Socket Box 15.00 | 
TSB2E03 Econet Twin Socket Box - 5 pack 60.00 
Connecting boxes STBXE03 Econet Secure Terminator Box - 2 pack 30.00 
NCB1NO03 Nexus mini-DIN Connecting Box 12.00 TSUKE03 Econet Transient Suppresor Kit (while stocks last) 75.00 
CBR1C03 Nexus RJ45 Connecting Box: single socket 12.00 
CBR2C03 Nexus RJ45 Connecting Box: twin socket 15.00 Connecting leads and cable 
CBL1E03 Econet Cable: 100m (while stocks last) 98.88 | 
Cable O5ELE03 0.5m Econet lead 4.00 
C5C1N03 Bulk Category 5 Shielded (STP) Cable P.O.A. 20ELE03 2m Econet lead 4.85 
CS5CON/nn Category 5 STP Cable: per metre - max. 50m 0.75 
CBL1E03 Nexus Lightweight Cable: 100m (while stocks last) 98.88 Software 
MDFS110 MDFS File Server FS v1.10 40.00 | 
Accessories MDFS200 MDFS File Server FS v2.00 (allows 8 x 60Mb partitions) 50.00 
LVT1NO3 Power Supply for 5 Router Equivalent Devices 119.00 MDTIME Design IT MDFS Time Utilities '97 15.00 
CBP6NO03 Nexus Power Supply Cable for use with LVT1N03: 100m 46.50 AAUNNO2 AUN Printer Server: site licence 149.00 
LEDTEST Nexus Test Plug: mini-DIN sockets 10.00 TSERNO2 RISC OS Teletext server: includes receiver hardware 299.00 
LEDTERJ Nexus Test Plug: RU45 sockets 10.00 TTXBOOK Teletext for Learning: book of ideas & photocopy masters 8.99 
NWCUNO3 Nexus Disc Sharer to Networking Upgrade including Hub 599.00 DMANE02 MDFS Desktop Manager 49.00 
PRITEO3 Category 5 Professional IDC Tool 20.00 MDFSDOC MDEFS File Server Manual 30.00 | 
Bridge Spares and Accessories | 
BRENNO1 Bridge: Econet to Nexus Networking (BEN) 299.00 SPATE03 Econet Terminator 10.50 | 
DC20E03 DC2000 MDFS Backup Tape (while stocks last) 25.00 | 
DC21E03 DC2165 MDFS Backup Tape (while stocks last) 25.00 | 
e All prices exclude VAT ® L75159A Econet 75159 Line Driver 4.75 
° Postage and/or carriage charges are added at cost ¢ L75159B Econet 75159 Line Driver - 10 pack 40.00 
PRITEO3 Econet Professional IDC Tool 20.00 
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